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The The OlmecsOlmecs (1400s(1400s--500s BC)500s BC)
•• Lived in the southern Mexican rainforest around the Lived in the southern Mexican rainforest around the 

Yucatan peninsulaYucatan peninsula
•• Strong religiousStrong religious--based societybased society
•• They did not live in cities but built ceremonial centers They did not live in cities but built ceremonial centers 

around which farming villages were locatedaround which farming villages were located
•• Built pyramidBuilt pyramid--shaped stone templesshaped stone temples
•• Developed a calendar and pictureDeveloped a calendar and picture--writingwriting



The Mayas (300s-900s AD)
• Lived in Southern Mexico
• Introduced farming techniques to clear the rainforest and 

capture rainwater to produce fertile fields
• Grew maize (corn), beans, and squash were staple crops
• Developed a calendar and picture-writing
• Measured time accurately, created hieroglyphics, extremely 

accurate calendars, and understood the concept of the “zero”



The Mayas (300s-900s AD)
• Lived in large cities that were centers of trade, wealth, and 

religion
• Built roads, bridges, and pyramid-shaped stone temples
• Society slowly faded away and their cities were overgrown





The Aztecs (1200s-1500s AD)

• Lived in Central Mexico. They originally were nomadic 
hunters but settled down to become farmers. 

• Nobles chose the emperor
• Conquered surrounding peoples and demanded tribute 

(payment) in the form of slaves
• Lived in large cities modeled on Olmec capital Teotihucan
• Built floating islands (chinampas) and pyramid-shaped 

stone temples



The Aztecs (1200s-1500s AD)

• Capital city was 
Tenochtitlan
located where 
modern-day Mexico 
City is. It was an 
island in a lake with 
canals and man-
made floating 
islands

• Had accurate 
calendars, 
hieroglyphics, a 
number system, and 
herbal medicines



The Aztecs (1200s-1500s AD)

• Religion centered 
around the sun god 
Huitzilopochtli

• Mass human 
sacrifices (often 
slaves or captives) 
were held because 
the Aztecs believed 
Huitzilopochtli 
demanded blood or 
the sun would not 
shine



An Aztec Sacrifice

First the victim cries over 

his fate.

Then the victim is killed

and his organs removed.

Then the victim is cooked

and eaten.



The Incas (1400sThe Incas (1400s--1500s AD)1500s AD)
•• PachacutiPachacuti founded the Incan Empire and proclaimed himself founded the Incan Empire and proclaimed himself 

““SapaSapa Inca” or emperorInca” or emperor
•• Incas thought Incas thought SapaSapa Inca was the son of the sun and he held Inca was the son of the sun and he held 

absolute power. Gold was his symbolabsolute power. Gold was his symbol
•• Conquered a large amount of territory in the Andes Mts.Conquered a large amount of territory in the Andes Mts.



The Incas (1400sThe Incas (1400s--1500s AD)1500s AD)
•• Built over Built over 

12,000 miles of 12,000 miles of 
roads to connect roads to connect 
the empirethe empire

•• Roads were used Roads were used 
for trade, rapid for trade, rapid 
communications, communications, 
and swift and swift 
movement of the movement of the 
armyarmy

•• Hundreds of Hundreds of 
bridges built bridges built 
over riversover rivers



The Incas (1400sThe Incas (1400s--1500s AD)1500s AD)
•• Farmers terraced the steep Farmers terraced the steep 

mountainmountain--sides to give them more sides to give them more 
farmlandfarmland
–– Farmers gave part of their crop to the Farmers gave part of their crop to the 

government to help prevent faminegovernment to help prevent famine

•• Kept records on knotted colored Kept records on knotted colored 
strings called strings called quipuquipu

•• Had advanced medicine, including Had advanced medicine, including 
brain surgery and antisepticsbrain surgery and antiseptics

•• Built great cities such as Built great cities such as CuzcoCuzco
and and MachuMachu PicchuPicchu. These cities . These cities 
had running water, stone temples, had running water, stone temples, 
and planned streetsand planned streets



MachuMachu
PicchuPicchu





The Incas (1400sThe Incas (1400s--1500s AD)1500s AD)
•• Incan religion was Incan religion was 

polythesticpolythestic with the Sun with the Sun 
God at it’s centerGod at it’s center

•• Religion was tied to Religion was tied to 
routines of everyday liferoutines of everyday life

•• Priests were very powerfulPriests were very powerful
•• Incans built stone temples Incans built stone temples 

for worship of the Sunfor worship of the Sun
•• Young girls called “Young girls called “AcllaAclla” ” 

served the Sun God and the served the Sun God and the 
emperoremperor
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