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9 .1000 Years of True American CuFtu res



The Olmecs (1400s-000s BC)

e Lived In the southern Mexican rainforest around the
Y ucatan peninsula

« Strong religious-based society

e They did not live In cities but built ceremonial
around which farming villages were located

« Built pyramid-shaped stone temples
 Developed a calendar and picture-writing
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The Mayas (300s-900s AD)

Lived in Southern Mexico

Introduced farming techniques to clear the rainforest and
capture rainwater to produce fertile fields

Grew maize (corn), beans, and squash were staple crops
Developed a calendar and picture-writing

Measured time accurately, created hieroglyphics, extremely
accurate calendars, and understood the concept of the “zero”
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The Mayas (300s-900s AD)

« Lived in large cities that were centers of trade, wealth, and
religion

 Built roads, bridges, and pyramid-shaped stone temples

o Soclety slowly faded away and their cities were overgrown
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BChe Aztees (1200s-1500s AD)

* Lived in Central Mexico. They originally were nomadic
hunters but settled down to become farmers.

* Nobles chose the emperor

e Conguered surrounding peoples and demanded tribute
(payment) in the form of slaves

 Lived in large cities modeled on Olmec capital Teotihucan

 Built floating islands (chinampas) and pyramld shaped
stone temples |
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Bhe A=ztees (1200s-1500s AD)

» Capital city was |
Tenochtitlan s,
located where
modern-day Mexico |
Cityis. Itwasan  fg =
island in a lake with 7# |
canals and man- —
made floating
Islands

e Had accurate
calendars,
hieroglyphics, a . ol
number system, and 5%
herbal medicines




* Religion centered
around the sun god
Huitzilopochtli

e Mass human
sacrifices (often
slaves or captives)
were held because
the Aztecs believed
Huitzilopochtli
demanded blood or
the sun would not
shine




An Aztec Sacrifice

First the victim cries over

his fate.

Then the victim i1s killed

and his organs removed.

Then the victim iIs cooked

and eaten.




The Ineos 1200s-1500s JED)

o Pachacutifoundedithe Incan Empire and proclanmea nimself
“Sapa Inca™ or emperor:

o |ncas theught Sapal Inca was tiie;sen of the:sun andine held
alselute power. Gold was hisisymiol

o Conguered a large amount ofi terateny/ in the Andes IVIts;
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The Ineas (1200s=1500s J1D)

o Burlt over
12:000 miles; of:
[0adSs L0 CONNECL
the empire

s Roads \Were used
for trade; rapid
commuURICALIonS;
andiswiii
MOVEMERt ofi the
army

o Hundreds of
pridges i
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The Incas (1200515005 a‘(‘D)*_ ‘

FamErs, terracedithe steep

moeuntain=sides; te give themimore

farmiand

— Earmers gave: part off thelr crop; to; the
government terhelp prevent fiamine

Kept recornds on knoetied colered

stringsi called guipu

IHad advanced medicing; including#
prainiSurgeny/ anad antiSeptics

BUIlt great cities suehias Cuzeo
andiMachu Picehul These: Cities
nad runRRIng Water, Stone temples,
anadlplannead stireets










The Ineos 1200s-1500s JED)

lncan religien was
polytnestic Wit the Sun
Goolat Its center

Religion was tied 1o
ioutines; of evernyday. life

PrIEStS Wene VerR/ pevwerdl

Incans bullt stene temples
for Wership of tne Sun

Young girs calledAclla*
senved the Sun God and the
EnpErer




LOCATION e 3

| « Emperor chosen by
nobles and priests

GOVERNMENT Saucracy ofnobles | 10 eac n war

| » Polytheistic
e Priests very powerful

RELIGION o jies | » Human sacrifices

FARMING . i fields « Floating gardens
METHODS drainforests

|+ Herbs and medicines,
| able to set broken

ACHIEVEMENTS ' Gt '. bones and treat dental

cavities
e Steam baths
¢ Accurate calendar

e Spanish invaders
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